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History of the UDN Program

The Marriott Library at the Uni-
versity of Utah (U of U) has a
long history of large-scale news-
paper projects beginning with
the National Endowment for
the Humanities’ United States
Newspapers Program (USNP) in
the 1980s, in which the Library
led the effort to catalog and
microfilm Utah newspapers. This
involvement continues today
with the Utah Digital News-
paper (UDN) program, which is
digitizing historic Utah news-
papers, making them searchable
and available on the Internet.

UDN'’s Grant History:
2002-2004'

With the first of three Library
Services and Technology Act
(LSTA) grants, the Marriott Li-
brary digitized 30 years of three
weekly newspapers in 2002. Dur-
ing this first phase of the pro-
gram, the newspaper digitiza-
tion process was developed and
the UDN website was launched
with some 30,000 total pages.
(http://digitalnewspapers.org).
A second LSTA grant, which
ran from January-September
2003, digitized 106,000 new
pages, effectively quadrupling
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the collection. The grant also
funded a project director to run
day-to-day operations and se-
cure ongoing funding, and fund-
ed a publicity campaign to in-
sure broad knowledge of the
program across the state.

In September 2003, the pro-
gram was awarded a $1 million
federal grant to continue for
another two years by the Insti-
tute for Museum and Library
Services (IMLS), an agency with-
in the Department of Health
and Human Services. IMLS is pro-
viding $470,000, with the U of U
and Brigham Young University
(BYU) providing matching funds
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